Open License Works
Open License works have been made publicly available by the works’ owners under standardized and commonly understood open license arrangements.  What separates open license works from works licensed via a traditional agreement is that:

Permission to use an open license work is publicly granted in advance and free of charge to any party who abides by the terms of the work’s open license.

Parties who use a work within its open license terms are not required to signify acceptance to the licensor before using the work.

However, a work published under an open license still has an owner, is still protected by copyright and still has some limits on its permitted uses.


What Can Educators Do with Open License Works?
Most open license works share the following characteristics:

They are publicly available on the Internet in a non-proprietary, unlocked format.
They may be copied and distributed free of charge for non-commercial purposes.
They may be used in their entirety.
They may be modified.
They may be incorporated into new works.
Attribution of the work’s original creator is required.

The exact terms of permitted usage of the work are specific to each open license work.  It is an educator’s responsibility to understand and obey the terms of use of any open license work.


Identifying Open License Works
The phrase “open license” is often used interchangeably with the phrase “open access”.   Both phrases are becoming blanket terms which may refer to:

A work whose open license conforms to standards of the Open Access Initiative (OA)

A work licensed via one of the Creative Commons (CC) standard license types

An Open Educational Resource work (OER) whose open license conforms to the standards of the OER Commons project or standards of similar OER organizations


[bookmark: _GoBack]Finding Open License works
Many open access works are collected in open access repositories on the Internet.  Most open access repositories will clearly identify the open license terms of the works they contain, although some searching of a repository’s website may occasionally be required to find the open license terms of a specific work.

